
As Dysfunction Worsens at MMS... 
 

June 2008 Minerals Management Service (MMS) doesn‟t require BP to 

file a "scenario for potential blowout" with regards to Deepwater Ho-

rizon and certifies that BP "has the capacity to respond, to the maxi-

mum extent practicable, to a worst-case discharge, or a substantial 

threat of such a discharge."  
 

September 2008 Ethical problems involving career employees at MMS 

detailed in an Inspector General (IG) report. 

  

October 2008 An anonymous letter to the U.S. attorney's office in New 

Orleans alleges that MMS employees had accepted gifts from compa-

nies.  IG investigation begins.  IG report issued in May, 2010. 

  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

February 2009 In a site-specific exploration plan filed by BP, it states that it 

was "not required" to file "a scenario for a potential blowout" of the Deepwa-

ter well. 

 

March 2009 Whistleblower brought issue of safety breach by BP in Gulf of 

Mexico to attention of  MMS.  "The whistleblower, who was hired to oversee 

the company's databases that housed documents related to its Atlantis project, 

discovered that the drilling platform had been operating without a majority of 

the engineer-approved documents it needed to run safely." No action was 

taken by the government agency.  

 

 

 

May 2009 MMS fails to perform standard monthly inspection of Deepwater 

Horizon. 

 

 

 

June 17, 2009 MMS proposes rules to require oil and gas operators to de-

velop and implement "safety and environmental management systems" for 

offshore drilling. The rule is still not finalized. 

 

Secretary Salazar’s DOI is Focused on Wind, 
Healthcare and other pet projects  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

January 20, 2009 Inauguration of President 

Obama.  Obama is the top recipient of British 

Petroleum (BP) PAC and individual money 

over the past 20 years, according to financial 

disclosure records.(Politico)  President Obama 

appoints Ken Salazar Secretary of the Interior, 

overseeing MMS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 05, 2009 Interior Secretary Salazar 

speaks at a Wind Energy Conference in 

Chicago.  

 

 

June 2009 Secretary Salazar hires Sylvia Baca away from BP America to 

become his Deputy Assistant Secretary of Lands and Minerals Manage-

ment. 

 

Courtesy of Cleveland.com 

Courtesy of Getty Images 

Salazar, the “New Sheriff in Town” 

Salazar: “The New Sheriff in Town” 
 

A number of timelines have been produced that focus on what happened after the April 20, 2010 Deepwater Horizon explosion.  The 
Congressional Western Caucus believes it is equally important to show a timeline of what happened before the tragic explosion. 

  

Secretary Salazar was appointed Secretary of the Interior in January 2009. On January 29, 2009 Salazar traveled to the Minerals Manage-

ment Service (MMS) office in Lakewood, Colorado where he declared that there was a “new sheriff in town” and that he would attend to 

the widely acknowledged problems at MMS. Yet the timeline below shows that while the crises at MMS worsened, leading to the worst 

oil spill in U.S. history, the „new sheriff‟ often turned his attention elsewhere – to wind farms, climate change, the failed stimulus pack-

age, and for much of last Fall, healthcare reform.  

 

For example, at the same time MMS is failing to perform its monthly inspections, Sheriff Salazar is busy in Chicago promoting wind 

farms, campaigning for the Democrat healthcare proposal in the West and stumping for the  President‟s failed stimulus package.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_V4w18ZWaPas/SW_OsZJocII/AAAAAAAADgk/aXzvGL2xYGk/s400/Oil%2BRig%2Bwith%2BDollar%2BSign.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lilithnews.blogspot.com/2009/01/crude-oil-falls-below-35.html&usg=__DXeMTgYnMuo6wDs7u
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Minerals_management_service_seal.PNG&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Minerals_management_service_seal.PNG&usg=__HK_TOAlgsTSu1nUZJXb-OAiC13M=&h=750&w=7


 

June 23, 2009 Secretary Salazar directs MMS to focus on promoting wind 

energy. 

 

 

 

July 15, 2009 Elizabeth Birnbaum assumes duties as Director of MMS. 

The NYT reported that, “In particular, she was tasked with handling the 

politically charged issue of siting the 25-mile "Cape Wind" wind farm off 

Cape Cod, the MMS issue that Salazar was most active on before the spill.”  

*Secretary Salazar will later recognize Birnbaum‟s focus on the Cape Wind 

Project as one of her greatest accomplishments as head of MMS. 

 
 

August 2009 At the White House‟s request, Secretary Salazar takes a break 

from his wind energy efforts to participate in the Administration-wide ef-

fort to enact healthcare reform. He attends healthcare reform town halls 

in Colorado and Montana. 

 

August 2009 Salazar also travels throughout the West to tout 

Obama‟s failed stimulus plan:  
8-21-09; Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today visited the Grand Can-

yon‟s South Rim to highlight $10.8 million in projects under President 

Obama‟s economic recovery package  

8-20-09; Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced today that the Bureau 

of Reclamation has selected a Challenge Grant project in Utah that will 
receive more than $3.6 million under the American Recovery and Rein-

vestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 

8-20-09; Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced today that the Bureau 
of Reclamation has identified two Challenge Grant projects in Oregon 

that will share in $40 million under the American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 

 

September 8, 2009 Secretary Salazar says during an interview at the 

Reuters Global Climate and Alternative Energy Summit that "Right now 

we are focused on this crusade for healthcare reform for the country 

and that's where our time and energy will go for the days ahead.” 

 

November 17, 2009 MMS and the State of Rhode Island hold offshore 

renewable energy task force meeting 

 

November 18, 2009 Secretary Salazar heads to Capitol Hill to help sena-

tors pass healthcare legislation. 

 

November 19, 2009 CBS reports “Anticipating a major struggle, the White 

House deputized Interior Secretary Ken Salazar and former Senate Major-

ity Leader Tom Daschle to join Vice President Joe Biden in trying to clear 

the way for the [healthcare] bill's approval over the next several weeks.” 

 

November 19, 2009 MMS and the State of Massachusetts hold offshore 

renewable energy task force meeting. 

 

November 24, 2009 MMS and the State of New Jersey hold offshore re-

newable energy task force meeting. 

 

December 7 – 18 2009 The LA Times refers to Secretary Salazar's visit to 

the global warming conference in Copenhagen as a "weeklong charm 

campaign.”  

 

December 8, 2009 MMS and the state of Virginia hold offshore renew-

able energy task force meeting. 

 

 

December 9, 2009 Secretary Salazar announces MMS plan to establish an 

Atlantic renewable energy office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 6, 2010 Secretary Salazar “seriously considering run for 

governor.” Many say that his desire to run for governor of his 

home state has been no secret.  
 

 

Summer 2009 The MMS awards Trans-

ocean's U.S. Gulf of Mexico operation a 

"Safety Award for Excellence.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2009 MMS fails to perform standard monthly inspection of Deep-

water Horizon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2009 National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

sends MMS a letter about the offshore drilling proposal, saying MMS un-

derstated environmental impacts of the new drilling proposals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2009 MMS fails to perform standard monthly inspection of 

Deepwater Horizon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2010 MMS fails to perform standard monthly inspection of Deep-

water Horizon. 

 

 

Courtesy of the Associated Press 

Courtesy of Getty Images  



 

March 26, 2010 MMS launches a formal investigation into allegations it 

mishandled accusations of BP Atlantis safety violations, expected to file a 

report detailing its findings in June. 

 
April 2, 2010 President Obama emphasizes the safety record of offshore 

operations: “It turns out, by the way, that oil rigs today generally don‟t 

cause spills. They are technologically very advanced.”  

 

April 14-15, 2010 on 04/14: 8:34 p.m., BP informed the MMS that it 

planned to use the one-pipe method, using a single 7-inch-diameter pipe for 

the whole length of the well. The MMS approved the permit at 8:13 the 

next morning. 

 
04/15: 9:54 a.m.:  BP filed another permit informing the MMS of a correction. 

Rather than using a 7-inch-diameter pipe the whole way, it planned to run a 

tapered pipe that was wider at the top than at the bottom. This was approved by 
the MMS seven minutes later. 
 

04/15: 2:35 p.m.: BP filed another revision. This one informed the MMS that 

it had "inadvertently" omitted mention of a section of  pipe already in the well. 

Four and one-half minutes later, MMS approved this permit also.  According to 
the WSJ, “one of the design decisions outlined in the revised permits, drilling 

experts say, may have left the well more vulnerable to the blowout that oc-

curred April 20” 
 

 

 

April 20, 2010 Explosion and fire on Deepwater Horizon. 

 

April 22, 2010 The Deepwater Horizon rig sinks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 18, 2010 Secretary Ken Salazar concedes the government failed to 

hold the oil industry accountable and ensure safety in offshore oil drilling. 

He promises to give "more tools, more resources, more independence and 

greater authority" to the Minerals Management Service, which regulates 

drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

May 27, 2010  Secretary Salazar and Deputy Secretary David Hayes re-

quest that MMS Director Liz Birnbaum resign.   

 

June 15, 2010 President Obama, said in his Oval Office televised address 

“When Ken Salazar became my secretary of the interior, one of his very 

first acts was to clean up the worst of the corruption at this agency, but it‟s 

now clear that the problem there ran much deeper, and the pace of reform 

was just too slow.” 

 

June 18, 2010 Secretarial Order 3302 renames the Minerals Management 

Service to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and En-

forcement (BOEMRE).  The name change is effective immediately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2, 2010  Secretary Salazar meets with tribal leaders to discuss 

the Cape Wind Project. Vineyard Haven Dock, Martha's Vineyard, Mass. 

 

February 19, 2010 Secretary Salazar holds a news conference following a 

meeting to discuss wind energy development on the outer continental 

shelf. 

 

March 31, 2010  The NYT reports that DOI‟s promised reforms from 

MMS were slow to arrive, and the subject of the minerals service never 

came up at the meetings leading to the new drilling policy.  “I don‟t recall a 

conversation on how the offshore drilling and MMS issues overlapped,” 

said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confi-

dential deliberations involving the president.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 27, 2010 Secretary Salazar participates in a ceremony with leaders 

who are involved in the construction of a wind turbine production and 

assembly plant in Nevada. Meanwhile, Dept. of Interior chief of staff Tom 

Strickland begins a multi- day rafting trip of the Grand Canyon. 

 

April 28, 2010 Secretary Salazar announces approval of Cape Wind Pro-

ject.  That same day, MMS announces that the Offshore Industry Safety 

Awards are postponed.  

 

April 30, 2010 Secretary Salazar waits over one week to visit the gulf and 

is accompanied by Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano and 

EPA administrator Lisa Jackson. 

 

May 2, 2010 Interior Secretary Ken Salazar infamously says it is 

the federal government‟s job to “keep the boot on the neck of BP.” 
 

May 05, 2010 Salazar Participates in the BlueGreen Alliance Foundation's 

2010 "Good Jobs, Green Jobs" national conference.  

 

June 10, 2010 Salazar blatantly misrepresents two paragraphs in a report to 

include a recommendation for a moratorium on existing drilling and new 

permits. Salazar added the recommendation to the report after the experts 

had signed it. (Fox News) 

 

 

June 22, 2010 New Orleans based Federal judge Martin Feldman issues a  

ruling overturning the administration's radical six-month moratorium on 

deepwater drilling.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of the New York Daily News 

Courtesy of Human Events 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack_obama/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-nation-bp-oil-spill
http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2010/press0621.htm
http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2010/press0621.htm

